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Whose Kingdom? 
 

All Scriptures are from the New American Standard Version (1977) unless otherwise indicated. 
 

1 Samuel 23:1-6 Then they told David, saying, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah, and are 

plundering the threshing floors.” 2 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack these 

Philistines?” And the LORD said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines, and deliver Keilah.” 3 But 

David’s men said to him, “Behold, we are afraid here in Judah. How much more then if we go to Keilah 

against the ranks of the Philistines?” 4 Then David inquired of the LORD once more. And the LORD 

answered him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah, for I will give the Philistines into your hand.” 5 So 

David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines; and he led away their livestock and struck 

them with a great slaughter. Thus David delivered the inhabitants of Keilah. 6 Now it came about, when 

Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

for training in righteousness; 17 that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.   

 

1 Samuel 23:7-10 When it was told Saul that David had come to Keilah, Saul said, “God has delivered him 

into my hand, for he shut himself in by entering a city with double gates and bars.” 8 So Saul summoned 

all the people for war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men. 9 Now David knew that Saul 

was plotting evil against him; so he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.” 10 Then David said, 

“O LORD God of Israel, Thy servant has heard for certain that Saul is seeking to come to Keilah to destroy 

the city on my account. 

 

1 Samuel 23:11-13 “Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down just as Thy 

servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Thy servant.” And the LORD said, “He will come 

down.” 12 Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?” 

And the LORD said, “They will surrender you.” 13 Then David and his men, about six hundred, arose and 

departed from Keilah, and they went wherever they could go. When it was told Saul that David had escaped 

from Keilah, he gave up the pursuit. 

 

1 Samuel 23:14 And David stayed in the wilderness in the strongholds, and remained in the hill country in 

the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand. 

 

Job 42:2 “I know that Thou canst do all things, And that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted. 

 

Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, 

to those who are called according to His purpose. 

 

1 Samuel 23:15-18 Now David became aware that Saul had come out to seek his life while David was in 

the wilderness of Ziph at Horesh. 16 And Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David at Horesh, and  

encouraged him in God. 17 Thus he said to him, “Do not be afraid, because the hand of Saul my father shall 

not find you, and you will be king over Israel and I will be next to you; and Saul my father knows that also.” 

18 So the two of them made a covenant before the LORD; and David stayed at Horesh while Jonathan went 

to his house. 

 

1 Samuel 23:19-26 Then Ziphites came up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is David not hiding with us in the 

strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon? 20 “Now then, O king, 

come down according to all the desire of your soul to do so; and our part shall be to surrender him into the 

king’s hand.” 21 And Saul said, “May you be blessed of the LORD; for you have had compassion on me. 

22 “Go now, make more sure, and investigate and see his place where his haunt is, and who has seen him 

there; for I am told that he is very cunning. 23 “So look, and learn about all the hiding places where he 

hides himself, and return to me with certainty, and I will go with you; and it shall come about if he is in the 
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land that I will search him out among all the thousands of Judah.” 24 Then they arose and went to Ziph 

before Saul. Now David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah to the south of 

Jeshimon. 25 When Saul and his men went to seek him, they told David, and he came down to the rock and 

stayed in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard it, he pursued David in the wilderness of Maon. 26 

And Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain; and 

David was hurrying to get away from Saul, for Saul and his men were surrounding David and his men to 

seize them. 

 

 Deuteronomy 32:35 ‘Vengeance is Mine, and retribution,  In due time their foot will slip;  For the day of 

their calamity is near, And the impending things are hastening upon them.’ 

 

Romans 12:17-21 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18 

If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, 

but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says 

the Lord. 20 “ BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM 

A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD.” 21 Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  NASV 

  

1 Samuel 23:27-29 But a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the Philistines have made 

a raid on the land.” 28 So Saul returned from pursuing David, and went to meet the Philistines; therefore 

they called that place the Rock of Escape. 29 And David went up from there and stayed in the strongholds 

of Engedi. 

 

Daniel 4:35 “And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His 

will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to 

Him, ‘ What hast Thou done?’ 

 

Matthew 6:25-33a “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 

your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than 

clothes?  

26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour 

to his life?  

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 

29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how 

God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 

much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  

31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 

For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek 

first his kingdom …  NIV 

 

Matthew 6:33-34 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day 

has enough trouble of its own.  NIV  

 

Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

 


